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n The landmark Egyptian Halls, on Union Street,
have been lying empty since the early 1980s

Developer
needsnames
tosavehalls
Petition plan to
gather support
for city landmark

THE owner of the
historic Egyptian
Halls is appealing to
the public to help
save the building –
despite applying for
p e r m i s s i o n t o
flatten it.

Derek Souter is hold-
ing a petition day to-
morrow outside the 138-
y e a r - o l d A - L i s t e d
Alexander “Greek”
Thomson building to
gather support for his
campaign.

The halls, opposite
the side entrance of
Cen t ra l S t a t i on in
Union Street, have lain
vacant since around
1 9 8 0 a n d a r e n ow
covered in scaffolding.

Mr Souter, director of
Union Street Properties
(USP) and Union Street
Inves tment s (US I ) ,
claims he was forced to
apply to Glasgow City
Council to have the
property demolished
because of rising reno-
vation costs.

But despite this he
says he still wants to
save the building.

He said: “It’s about
raising awareness. We
will dress the scaffold-
ing boards with posters
to raise awareness of
what we’re trying to do
– save the Egyptian
Halls.”

USP and USI have so
far spent £5 million on
the project and are will-
ing to invest a further
£12m.

The c i t y c ounc i l
agreed a £1m grant and
Histor ic Scot land a
grant of around £1.65m
but Mr Souter says this
is not enough.

A council spokesman
said: “We have been in
discuss ion with Mr
Souter for a considera-
ble time.

“We remain very keen
to see the bui ld ing
brought back into use...
it is unlikely that the
council would support
a n y p r o p o s a l f o r
demolition.”

A Historic Scotland
spokeswoman called
the Egyptian Halls “one
of Glasgow’s most his-

torically significant
buildings”.

Many believe the re-
development of the
Thomson masterpiece
would aid the regenera-
tion of Union Street.

Mr Souter, whose
original plan was to
restore the Egyptian
Halls to their former
glory and create a 250-
bedroom hotel, added:
“We want some politi-
cians to turn up [on Sat-
urday] and say they
want to save the build-
ing. We want people to
turn up and say yeah
rather than talk about
i t a n d b l am e t h e
developer.

“This pro ject has
taken 31 years to solve.
It needs input from ev-
eryone, from the public
and private sector. It
needs collaboration.”

The petition will be
available to sign from
9am-12pm tomorrow
outside the Egyptian
Halls in Union Street.

rachel.loxton@
heraldandtimes.co.uk

By RACHEL LOXTON

This project
needs input

from everyone – it
needs collaboration‘
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Mum Jennie banks £500 boost for son’s school

By CAROLINE WILSON

MSP takes fight to save 
city landmark to Holyrood
Egyptian Halls 
owner is asking 
for more cash 

Town centre 
car park for 
Renfrew
R E N F R E W S H I R E 
Council is to begin the 
latest stage of  its multi-
million pound regenera-
t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  o f   
Renfrew town centre.

A new £250,000 car 
park will be built in the 
town centre on the site 
of  the former telephone 
exchange in Dunlop 
Street.

It is planned to be in 
place to complement 
the reopening in No-
ve m b e r  o f  R e n f r ew 
Town Hall following its 
£ 5 . 2  m i l l i o n 
refurbishment.

Contractor JCJ Ltd 
will carry out the first 
phase of  work which in-
volves demolishing the 
old telephone exchange.

Autumn start 
for university 
study course
UNIVERSITY of  the 
West of  Scotland is to 
introduce its Executive 
MBA to Lanarkshire 
from this September. 

The EMBA, currently 
delivered at the univer-
sity’s Management Cen-
tre in Ayr, has been run-
ning for over 10 years.

Being introduced to 
the Hamilton Campus, it 
is studied online with 
monthly workshops.

An EMBA informa-
tion session will be held 
at the Hamilton Cam-
pus, Caird Building on 
Tuesday June 7 at 6pm.

For more call 01292 
886400, e-mail manage 
mentcentre@uws.ac.uk, 
or visit www.uws.ac.uk/ 
management centre

DON’T MISS 
DINERTEC IN 
THURSDAY’S 

Do you have a story 
and picture you  
want featured in  
our Faces In The 
News column?  
Just e-mail the 

details and a picture 
to: news@ 

eveningtimes.co.uk 

A  C A M PA I G N  t o 
s a v e  a  h i s t o r i c 
Glasgow building 
from demolition has 
reached the Scottish 
Parliament.

Green MSP Patrick 
Harvie has lodged a 
m o t i o n  c a l l i n g  o n 
Glasgow City Council to 
protect the Grade A 
listed Egyptian Halls 
after the owner of  the 
A l e x a n d e r  “ G r e e k ” 
T h o m s o n  b u i l d i n g 
applied for planning 
permission to demolish 
it.

The motion calls on 
the council to refuse the 
application and back 
plans to transform the 
building into a hotel.

Owner Derek Souter, 
boss of  Union Street 
Properties, says he has 
no option but to have 
the property knocked 
down because renova-
tion costs have risen to 
£20millon.

The halls have been 
d e s c r i b e d  b y  N e i l 
Baxter, secretary of  the 
Royal Incorporation of  
Architects in Scotland, 
as “the finest surviving 
e x a m p l e  o f  a n 
Alexander Thomson 
commercial building”.

Mr Harvie said: “This 
magnificent building 
has been empty for too 

long,  but  tha t  is  no 
excuse for demolition. 

“Thomson has left a 
legacy to Glasgow at 
least as influential as 
C h a r l e s  R e n n i e 
Mackintosh’s and we 
ow e  t h e  A l e x a n d e r 
Thomson Society a debt 
of  gratitude for their 
tireless work to protect 
this legacy. 

“ G l a s g o w  C i t y 
Council must reject this 
application to demolish 
the Egyptian Halls and 

must redouble efforts to 
work with the owners to 
ensure the property is 
not just kept standing 
a n d  d e r e l i c t  b u t  i s 
instead fully and sensi-
tively restored.”

Campaigns to protect 
the Egyptian Halls and 
other Thomson build-
ings in Glasgow have 
been led by the Alexan-
der Thomson Society.  
The building, opposite 
the side entrance to 
C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n ,  i s 

regarded as one of  the 
finest in Glasgow.

However it has been 
lying empty for around 
30 years and is in poor 
condition.

Mr Souter wanted to 
restore it to its former 
glory and create a 250- 
bedroom hotel along 
w i t h  2 0 0  j o b s .  H e 
believes it would help 
spark the regeneration 
of  the area bringing in 
millions of  pounds of  
investment.

Union Street Proper-
ties and sister company 
Union Street Invest-
ments have so far spent 
£5million on the project 
and Mr Souter says they 
are willing to invest a 
further £12m.

T h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l 
agreed a £1m grant and 
Histor ic  Scot land a 

grant of  around £1.65m 
but Mr Souter says he 
n e e d s  t h e  S c o t t i s h 
Government to provide 
an extra £2.35m.

H i s t o r i c  S c o t l a n d 
insists it will not be able 
to provide the project 
with any more cash.

caroline.wilson@ 
eveningtime.co.uk

n Derek Souter has applied for permission to demolish the Egyptian Halls in 
Union Street, while Patrick Harvie, right, wants to see the building protected

City council 
must redouble 
efforts to work 

with the owners‘

A PAISLEY mum has helped 
her son’s school by success-
fully appealing for a cash 
grant.

Clydesdale bank worker 
Jennie O’Neill secured £500 
from her employer’s staff  vol-
unteer grants programme.

M u m - o f - t h r e e  J e n n i e   
applied for a grant earlier 
this year to provide much 
needed funds for new state-
of-the-art sensory equipment 
at St Paul’s Primary School 

in Foxbar. Jennie, 33, is a 
b a n k i n g  a dv i s o r  a t  t h e 
Clydesdale’s Hairst Street 
branch in Renfrew and her 
eight-year-old son Lee is a 
pupil at the school. 

St Paul’s is a mainstream 
school but is one of  only two 
schools in the area to have its 
own communication disorder 
unit for children with addi-
tional support needs. 

Jennie said: “I jumped at 
the chance when I found out 
I  could apply for  a  staf f   

volunteer grant as I have 
very close links with St Paul’s 
and was delighted that I 
could help them continue the 
great work they do for the 
children. 

“It’s reassuring to know 
that pupils at the school, 
 including my son Lee, will 
really benefit from the new 
equipment.”  

The £500 from the bank 
Jennie will go towards pay-
ing for a multi-sensory box 
containing equipment such 

as fibre optics and bubble 
tubes designed to stimulate 
the senses and create a feel-
i n g  o f  c a l m n e s s  a n d 
tranquillity.

The box is  designed to  
provide stimulation from a 
variety of  sights, sounds and 
textures and help children to 
relax and become more alert 
and responsive.

Clydesdale Bank’s staff  
volunteer grants programme 
funds charitable initiatives 
t h a t  i t s  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  

passionate about. They can 
apply for a grant of  up to £500 
if  they are involved with  
local community groups in 
their own time. 

This includes local chari-
ties or not-for-profit organi-
sations such as  schools, 
Brownies, Scouts or sports 
groups.

T h e  m o n e y  h e l p s  t h e 
groups continue their work 
in the local community. 

ewan.fergus@ 
eveningtimes.co.uk

By EWAN FERGUS
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Tide of people see great ship o!
Want to share your memories? 

Send a picture with a short note 
and phone number and we’ll 
publish the best. Write to: 
Letters, Evening Times, 200 

Renfield St, Glasgow G2 3QB or  
e-mail letters@eveningtimes.co.uk 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES

2003

ONTHIS 
DAY...

 Stewart Campbell from Milngavie, left, with Isabel Brims, from Callander, and her bother Alastair 
take pictures of the statue of Lobey Dosser and his horse El Fideldo in Woodlands Road in 2003

1967

April 26, 2008: 
GLASGOW University 
student Laura Speirs, 21, 
was recovering after she 
suffered a stroke which 
doctors said could have 
been brought on by 
laughing too hard.

1962: The first American 
rocket landed on the 
moon, but the Ranger IV 
failed to send back any 
pictures due to a 
technical fault. 
1986: The world’s worst 
nuclear accident 
happened when there 
was an explosion at the 
Chernobyl power plant in 
the Soviet Union. 
1999: TV presenter Jill 
Dando, below, was shot 
dead on the doorstep of 
her London home.

NEWS

SPORT

SHOWBIZ

1969: Celtic completed 
the treble by beating 
Rangers 4-0 in the 
Scottish Cup Final. 
1991: Footballer Diego 
Maradona, below, was 
suspended from the 
game after being arrested 
in Argentina for posses-
sion and distribution of 
cocaine.

1928: Madame Tussaud’s 
waxwork exhibition 
opened in London. 
1977: New York’s famed 
Studio 54 disco opened. 
1982: Rod Stewart was 
mugged at gunpoint 
while in Los Angeles and 
robbed of his $50,000 
Porsche.
1986: Actor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger married 
TV journalist Maria 
Shriver.

THE big day is edging closer 
as Prince William and Kate 
Middleton get set to tie the 
knot on Friday.

The world will be watching 
– with all eyes on Kate’s 
wedding gown as she walks 
down the aisle at Westminster 
Abbey.

Back in September 1967, a 
royal visit led to huge crowds 
in Clydebank as 100,000 people 
besieged John Brown’s 

shipyard on the day the QE2 
was launched. 

Spectators gathered as the 
royal party made their way 

into the launch site. In the 
foreground, a mounted 
policemen salutes the royal 
visitors.

On the right, an old shop 
front can be seen complete 
with its ‘Evening Times’ 
signage.

The QE2’s maiden voyage, 
from Southampton to New 
York, began on May 2, 1969, 
taking four days, 16 hours and 
35 minutes.

MEMORIES SPT steps in
to help OAPs
get on buses 
Free service is 
a travel lifeline

ELDERLY people who 
feared they would be 
left stranded when 
their Glasgow bus 
service was scrapped 
have been thrown  
a lifeline.

Strathclyde Partner-
ship for Transport has 
stepped in to fund a new 
service in the Town-
head/Drygate area after 
a commercial operator 
pulling out.

T h e  n e w  s e r v i c e , 
which started today, 
will be provided by local 
community transport 
g r o u p  N o r t h  A r e a 
Transport Association.

SPT came to the res-
cue after concerns that 
elderly people were find-
ing it difficult to access 
alternative buses.

The route will allow 
access to local shops 
and post offices and link 
Kennedy street, St Mun-
go Avenue,  Glasgow 
Royal infirmary, Dry-
gate, Duke Street, High 
Street, Glasgow Cross, 
Trongate,  Glassford 
Street, George Square, 
Killermont Street and 
Cowcaddens Road.

Low floor minibuses 
are being provided free . 
They will run 9.30am- 
2.30pm on weekdays .

SPT chairman Jonathan 
Findlay  said :  “ I  am  
delighted we have been 
able to make sure those 
members of  the local 
community who are not 
always able to access  
alternative mainstream 
transport can still lead 
independent lives.

“This  l ink-up wil l  
provide an immediate 

solution to a local trans-
port problem and SPT 
will  strive to put in 
place a longer term bus 
service for the area.”

G l a s g o w  c o u n c i l  
leader Gordon Matheson 
said: “I am delighted 
this service is helping  
to improve the access 
residents have to the 
city centre and other 
parts of  Glasgow. It is 
vital communities stay 
connected.”

 Jonathan Findlay is 
delighted at the link-up

By VIVIENNE NICOLL

Facebook "ght to 
save historic halls
By CAROLINE WILSON
THOUSANDS of  people 
have backed an online 
campaign to save one of  
Glasgow’s architectural 
treasures.

T h e  1 3 8 - ye a r - o l d ,  
A-listed Egyptian Halls 
in Union Street is at 
risk of  demolition if  the 
owners fail to secure 
funding to restore it.

More than 2000 people 
have joined a Facebook 
campaign to save the 
A l e x a n d e r  “ G r e e k ” 
T h o m s o n  d e s i g n e d 
building.

Owner Derek Souter 
wants to restore it to its 
former glory by creating 
a 250 bedroom hotel.

H i s  U n i o n  S t r e e t 

Properties and sister 
company Union Street 
Investments have so far 
spent £5 million on the 
project and Mr Souter 
says they are willing to 
invest a further £12m.

T h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l 
agreed a £1m grant and 
Histor ic  Scot land a 
grant of  around £1.65m 
but Mr Souter says he 
needs the Scottish Gov-
ernment to provide an 
extra £2.35m to allow 
work to start.

But Historic Scotland 
insists it cannot provide 
more cash and a plan-
ning application has 
now been lodged to de-
molish the building.

caroline.wilson@ 
eveningtimes.co.uk

This link-up 
will provide  
an immediate

solution to problem‘
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By-election
to be held for
Paisley seat
A BY-ELECTION will
be held in Renfrewshire
Council’s Paisley South
Ward onMarch 17 follow-
ing the death of Council-
lor JimMitchell.

The newly-e lected
councillorwill join three
other councillors in the
multi-member ward.

Pollingwill take place
from 7am to 10pm at
seven polling stations
for the electorate of
approximately 14,000
people.

Candidates must be
nominated by 4pm on
February 23 and postal
votes must be applied
for by 5pm on March 2.

Anyone wishing a
postal vote should con-
tact the Electoral Regis-
tration Officer on 0141
842 5922.

Last week hundreds
of mourners attended
a service at Paisley
Town Hall to pay their
respects to councillor
Mitchell, who died on
January 21 at the age of
68.

Mongolians’
visit to build
Scots links
MONGOLIA is to send
its first official delega-
tion to Scotland to forge
trade links and cement
political relations.

Two of the central
Asian nation’s leading
diplomats will fly from
the London embassy to
meet po l i t i c ians a t
Holyrood and get a taste
of Scottish culture.

The trip was suggest-
ed by David Scott, 37, an
expedition organiser
from Newton Mearns,
near Glasgow, who has
worked with Mongolia
for more than a decade.

He said: “There are
similarities between the
countries – both have
outstanding natural
beauty, a large rural
population as well as
friendly traditions.”

Last ditchLast ditch
talks totalks to
save citysave city’’ss
‘‘EgyptianEgyptian’’
treasuretreasure

Owner to outline stark choices facing Greek ThomsonHalls

THE future of a
historic city centre
bu i l d i n g f a c i n g
demolition will be
discussed at a pub-
l ic meeting later
this month.

In December, the
Evening Times revealed
the future looked bleak
for the 138-year-old, A-
Listed Egyptian Halls
in Union Street, which
are lying derelict.

The building, oppo-
site the side entrance to
Central Station, was de-
signed by Alexander
“Greek” Thomson and
is regarded as one of the
finest in Glasgow.

Owner Derek Souter,
director of Union Street
Properties, wants to re-
store it to its former
glory and create a 250
bedroom hotel along
with 200 jobs.

Union Street Proper-
ties and sister company

Union Street Invest-
ments have so far spent
£5million on the project
andMr Souter says they
are willing to invest a
further £12m.

The c i t y c ounc i l
agreed a £1m grant and
Histor ic Scot land a
grant of around £1.65m

Mr Souter said he
needs the Sco t t i sh

Government to provide
an extra £2.35million to
allow work to start.

But Historic Scotland
insists it will not be able
to provide the project
with any more cash.

Mr Souter has now in-
vited representatives of
the Scottish Govern-
ment and a wide range
of interested organisa-

tions to attend a public
meeting in the Light-
house on February 23 to
discuss the future of
the building.

M r S o u t e r s a i d :
“There are two options
– one is to refurbish and
regenerate the Egyp-
tian Halls and the other
is to demolish it and
rebuild.

“Every stakeholder,
f rom Glasgow Ci ty
Council, Historic Scot-
land, the Scottish Gov-
ernment, the Labour
Party, Glasgow Cham-
ber of Commerce and
the Greek Thomson
So c i e t y have b e en
invited.

“I have cal led the
meeting so everyone

realises the potential
danger of this building
being lost.

“I want them to come
along and listen to what
is being said about the
project rather than
try to ignore it and hope
it is left to someone else
to sort out.

“Everyone talks a
good game about pre-
servingGreek Thomson
buildings but very few
people put up the mon-
ey that is required.”

The Egyptian Halls
have lain partly derelict
for 30 years and are cur-
rently hidden behind a
giant hoarding.

Mr Souter said the
building suffered badly
in the severe weather
earlier this winter.

Members of the pub-
lic who want to attend
themeeting should con-
tact Mr Souter by email-
ing him on derek@
djscm.com

vivienne.nicoll@
eveningtimes.co.uk

By VIVIENNE NICOLL

■Derek Souter in
derelict Egyptian
Halls, exterior below,
and our story from
December last year

£50M loan initiativewill help town centres
PLANS to protect high streets
from the economic downturn
will be boosted by a council
borrowing almost £50million
and initiatives such as paint-
ing “shopjackets” on vacant
retail sites.

West Dunbartonshire Coun-
cil is to pour cash into redevel-
oping Alexandria Shopping
Centre, the Clyde Shopping
Centre and the Artizan Centre

in Dumbarton by borrowing at
competitive rates against the
anticipated rental income.

Around £13m of the total
would be spent on the council’s
property portfolio over the
next 25 years, with £35m in-
vested in projects which can
demonstrate they would save
the authority money in the
long-term.

So-cal led spend-to -save
schemes can include anything
from new schools to more

efficient energy consumption
schemes, and “shopjackets”
which would see upmarket
business facades placed over
empty shops to create the
impression that they are still
occupied and thriving.

A shop unit never occupied
in Dumbarton’s High Street
has become a bustling butch-
ers, while a former photo shop
is now home to a ‘deli’.

The shopjacket project is to
cost around £20,000.

JimMcAloon, head of regen-
eration and economic develop-
ment at the council, said: “As a
council we need to be on the
front foot to do whatever we
can to support our businesses
and town centres.”

The council said roll-out of
the £13m investment in its
property would also lead to
fewer vacant sites and put it in
a position to earn higher rental
incomes.
gerry.braiden@heraldandtimes.co.uk

By GERRY BRAIDEN

By EWAN FERGUS




